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reality painted hy Joseph Wright (see correspondence with Mr. Charles 
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WRIGHT, Joseph. Born in BordentoAvn, New Jersey, 1756; died in 
Philadelplira, Penn., 1795. Son of Patience Wright, the first American 
modeller. Accompanied his mother to London when she settled there in 
1772, and from her inherited the artistic instinct. He studied under 
Benjamin West and also with John Hoppner v/ho married his sister. He 
returned to America in 1782. 
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Mr Henry Stevens London v/rites imder date of March 17th, 1885* 

-^On the back in an old hand is this inscription “This Pictnre of Dr 
Franklin was painted at Paris 1782 and v/as pireseiited by him to Mr Wm 
Hodson of Colrnan Street, as a token of his regard and friendship” of all 
the many portraits of Franklin it is admitted I belive^that Duplessis 
is the best. The artist made several originals replicas. There can be 
no ouestlon as to the genuineness and anthenticity of this. It came into 
iny possession by purchase early in 1882 from Mr Graves the eminent 
dealer in pictures and engravings. 

Mr John Davis Secretary of state writes Mr Stevens January 21,1885^ 
as follov7s. “In reply fto yoiir letter) I }io.ve to state that this 
Department does not possess any original portrait of Benjamin Franklin 
, and that I ain not av/are of there being one , either at the Capitol or 
the Corcoran Gallery, I v/piild be glad to knov/ if the interesting 
painting by Duplessis of which you write is the same as that v/hich was 
for some time in the possession of a German gentlemen at Dresden, 


Alfred Robaut ovmed the sketch for this picture, and also another’ 
one in v/hich the composition was changed from St. Jerome to TBE WOOD 
GATHERERS. Corot made several sketches for this picture and in the 
last transformation of the motive he changed the principal figure and 
added other figures. The studies showr the transition to an enlarge- 
ment of the final painting. 

The painting wus destined to become the property of a LIr. 
Breysse. Corot signed it in his bed a fev/ days before he died. It 
was exhibited in the Salon in 1875 (Ho. 519 of the catalogue), and 
was sold at the Eaure sale April 29th, 1878 for 13,500 francs, and 
appeared again at ¥r» Schaus *s in Rev/ York in 1881, and in 1890 at 






The Corcoran Art Gallerv 
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This picture, attrilDuted erroneously to J. S. Duplessis, v/as in 
reality painted hy Joseph Wright (see correspondence with Hr. Charles 
Henry Hart November 25, 1908, and also psuAphlet filed with said corres- 
pondence). The follOY/ing is a biographical sketch of Joseph Wright: 


WRIGHT, Joseph. Born in Bordentown, New Jersey, 1756; died in 
PhiladelpTiTa, Penn., 1795. Son of Patience Wright, the first American 
modeller. Accompanied his mother to London when she settled there in 
1772, and from her inherited the artistic instinct. He studied under 
Benjamin West and also with John Hoppner v/ho married his sister. He 
returned to America in 1782. 
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1874-^1875. THI<] WOOD OATHEKERS. 

O 

Signed to the left. Dated 1875. 

Corot was inspired to use for the motiye of this picture an old ^ 

study of Morwan representing a landscape v/ith St. Jerome at praj'-er. 

Alfred Rohaut ov/ned the sketch for this picture, and also another’ 
one in YT-hich the composition was changed from St. Jerome to THE WOOD 
GATHERERS. Corot made several sketches for this picture and in the 
last transformation of the motive he changed the principal figure and 
added other figures. The studies shov/ the transition to an enlarge- 
ment of the final painting. 

The painting was destined to he come the property of a lilr. '^4> 

Breysse. Corot signed it in his hed a fev; days before he died. It 
was exhibited in the Salon in 1875 (Ho. 519 of the catalogue), and 
Y/as sold at the Paure sale April 29th, 1878 for 13,500 francs, and 
appeared again at llr. Schaus*s in He?/ York in 1881, and in 1890 at 
The Corcoran Art Gallery. 


Pirst design for painting owned by }i[r. Alfred Robaiit, April, 1874. 
Second design ovmed by same owner. 

Photographed by Decade. 

Etched by Desbrosses. 

Engraved on Wood by Joliet. 

Monde Illustree, reproduced June 5, 1881. 

(See "The WORKS OP COROT" by Alfred Robaut, published Paris, 

P. Ploury, 1905; Vol. Hi, page 322, Ho. 2,196. 
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EXTRACT OF LETTER FROM GEORGE FREDERICK WATTS. 






"The fragile female figure is intended to be a symbol of human Kfe in the abstract 
without reference to sex or any individual conditions, aideoLto ascend the rugged steeps, 
the path upward from the mere animal being to the purer region of the spiritual sensi- 
bilities, by Love in the widest sense, by the finest of those qualities which consti- 
tute the distinction between man and the lower creatures, self-sacrifice, considera- 
tion, sympathy, altruism, kindness, generosity, charity, all that goes to naake the no- 

bility of human thought and character* I have not represented this influence by a mus- 
cular creature, only suggesting power by v/ings»" 

G. F. Watts* 


♦ 


EXTRACT PROM PAMPHLET CONTAINING DESCRIPTIONS OF THE WORKS OP GEO* P. V/ATTS* 1 

" » ■■ ■ ■ .IW — — — ,1 ^ ■*^— ■ -W — — I ,,I . M , «■ ■ -I IM II, i- !•..■* .-. 1 . — I., wl, IIWI.W l li .|.. — —> -- *^ 

• i 

! 

"This emblematic picture depicts Love, with protecting, half-out stretched wings, at ! 

r 

once supporting and leading Life up the rocky, painful path to the blue hills beyond* j 

Life is represented as a frail, slender female form, unable to climb the difficult and 

dangerous path without the assistance of unselfish, charitable, sympathetic Love, to j 

whom she looks with touching faith for encouragement and support. This poetic allegory, | 

I 

which is perhaps a little thin in comparison v/ith that of "Love and Death", is far richer j 

in atmospheric qualities, and the pearly, opalescent hue which pervades the picture makes i 

it one of Lir. Watts* s most notable works*" h 
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Exerpt from minutes of Board Meetin^t, J an* 1?_» 


The Director stated that the works of art hequesthed to the ^ 
Gallery under the will of the late James Faimelee had been receivea, 
and that they had been carefully studied by the Committee on Works 
of Art. Upon recommendation of the Committee, the following reso-* 
lutions were adopted: 

EESCLVED, That the following works of art, bequeather to the 
Gallery under the will of the late James Paxmelee be accepted for 
the permanent collection of the Gallery: 


Benson, Frank W. 
Blakelock, Ralph A. 
Garlsen, Emil 
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Holmes, William H. 
Homer, Winslow 
LaFarge, Jonh 
Melchers, Gari 
Moran, Thomas 
Pennell, Joseph 
Ryder, Albert P* 
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Sargent, John S. 
Tarfeell, Edmund C 
Tryon, Dwight 
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Twachtman, J. H. 
Unknown 

Weir, J. Alden 
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Whistler, J. A. M. 
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Aitken, Robert 
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Allen, F. W. 
Burroughs, Edith W, 
Epstein, Jacob 
Frishmuth, Harriet 
Gregory, John 
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Woody Cay 
Moonlit Landscape 
The Picture from Thibet 
Head of A Girl 
Green dress 
Sun-shower, Arizona 
Moiint Hood 

Horth River Dock, U. Y. 
Toledo, Sj)ain 
Fisherman, Isle of Shoals 
Big Ben 

Au Grand Prix de Paris 

Bridge of Grez 

The Sea 

Woman Seated 

Immortality 

James Parmelee 

Viev^ of Venice 

Old and Hew Hew York 

Outward Bound 

Seascape 

Simplon Pass 

Still life 

Marine-Moonlight 

Early Evening 

Spring Landscape 

John Paul Jones 

Fountain, Granada 

Figures in Woods 

Battersea Reach 

San Giorgio 

llarsh in Zeeland 
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Haiad 

Bacchant 

Book Ends ‘^Humanity” 

Torso 

Circe 

Italian Madonna 
Book Ends 
Philomela 
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Pastel 
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Hofftnan, llalvina 
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Mosft, Carl 

Proctor, A* Phimister 
Recchia, R* H* 

Roth, Fred G. R» 
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Scudder, Janet 
Set on, Ernest Thompson 
and 

Clark, J. L. 
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PavloTTa 

John Paul Jones 
Turtle 

Dancing Woman 
Vase 

Flight of Might 

Indian Running with Dog 

Europa 

Ash Tray 

Wrestlers 

Relief port, of GloTer 
Prowling Panther 
AtViena 

Lucky One (Pig) 

Unlucky One (Pig) 

Small Fountain Figure 


Small Animal Candlestick 
Kneeling man with Shell 
Charles Albert Coffin 


Terra Cotta 
Bronze 
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Bro#n, W» Stevhn 
Brush, Geo « de Forest 
Dessar, Louis Paul 
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Garber, Daniel 
Hale, Lilian Westcott 
Inness, George 
Mosler, Henry 
Murdoch, Dora 
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Indian Camp at Twilight 
A Hook in the Adirondacks 
Landscape with Stream 
Landscape with Cottages 
Head of a Child 
Landscape with sheep & cattle 
« tt Buildings 

Katwiisk Binnen 
Mew Forest 
Lily Pond 
Landscape, ETening 
The Sycamore 
Spring Reverie 
Sunset 

Girl Lying in Field 
Boats 

Pamelee Fairni 
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Murphy, J. Francis 
Newell, Peter 
Platt, Charles A. 
Redfield, E. W. 
Sartain, William 
Simmons, E* W, 
Walcott, Mr ay M* V. 


Court in the Alhamhra 
Garden Scene 
Cohhled English Street 
Sunset 

Running after Elephants 
Early Autumn 
Road to Lumherville 
Aral Camp, Algiers 
Head of a Girl 
Sea picture 
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EDWARD C. AND MRY WALKER COLIECTION ; 

(Accepted by action of the Board of Trustees, May 4> 1937 according to the will of 
the late Mary Emma Griffin Walker, drawn up on April 13, 1937*) 

37.5 ANDr£, Albert (1869- ) 

Environs de Cannes 

37.6 BESNARD, Albert (1849-1934) 

Miss Evans 

37.7 BOUDIN, Eugene (1824-1898) 

^fe.rine 

37.8 CARRmE, Eugene (1849-1906) 

Baby 


37.9 

CONSTABLE, John (1776-1837) 
Near Arundel 

English School 

37.10 

COTES, Sir Francis (1726-1770) 
Portrait 

English School 

37.11 

COURBET, Gustave (1819-1877) 

Landscape with Fisherman 

PVench School ^ y ^ 

37.12 

CROME, John (Called Old Crome) ^(1769-1821) 
Clump of Trees, near Salhouse 

English School ^ ^ 

37.13 

DAUBIGNY, Charles Francois (1817-1878) 
The Creek 

French School ^ ^ 

37.14 

DAUBIGNY, Charles Francois (1817-1878) 
Washerwomen 

French School ^ 

37.15 

FANTIN-UTOUR, Henri (1836-1904) 
la Toilette 

French School ^ ^ 

37.16 

FROMENTIN, Eugene (1820-1876) 
Arab Horseman 

French School 

37.17 

FROMENTIN, Eugene (1820-1876) 
Campement Arabe 

French School O / ^ 

37.18 

GAINSBOROUGH, Thoms (1727-1788) Blench School <5 / / 

Portrait of John Gainsborough (Father of thm 

37.19 

GAINSBOROUGH, Thomas (1727-1788) 
Landscape 

English School 

37.20 

GARRARD, Mark (15307-1590? ) 
Lady Arabella Stuart 

Flemish School ^ J 

37.21 

HEDA, Willem Klaasz (l594?-after 1678) 
Still Life 

Dutch School O y 

37.22 

HELST, Bartholomeus van der (1611-1670) 
Dutch Gentlftman 

Dutch School 


I^ench School yy 


Epench School 


French School 


French School 0^ ^ 
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37,24 HITCHCOCK, George (1850-1913) 

Dutch Landscape 


' 37,25 ISABEY, Eugene Louis Gabriel (1804-1886) 

Marine 

37.26 JONGKIND, Johann N, Barthold (1819-1891) 

Dutch Village 

37.27 UNDSEEH, Sir Edwin H, (1802-1873) 

The Duke of Devonshire and Lady Louisa Egerton 

37.28 LAWRENCE, Sir Thomas (1769-1830) 

Lady Athurst 

37.29 LELY, Sir Peter (1618-1680) 

Countess of Chesterfield 

37.30 LENBACH, Franz von (1836-1904) 

Portrait of a Child 


37.31 LEYS, Baron Hendrik (1815-1869) 

Court 

37.32 MARIS, Jacob (1837-1899) 

Man on Horse 

37.33 MELCHERS, Gari (1860-1932) 

Household Duties 

37.34 MELCHERS, Gari (1860-1932) 

Portrait of Edward C, Walker 

37.35 MELCHERS, Gari (1860-1932) 

The Letter 

37 36 MENZEL, Adolf Friedrich Erdmann (1815-1905) 

Fishermen 

37.37 MONET, Claude (1840-1926) 

The Poplars 

37.38 MONTICELLI, Adolphe (1824-1886) 

Testing the Fates 

37.39 MORLAND, George (1763-1804) 

Marine 

37.40 MYTENS, Daniel (1590?-after I 658 ) 

ThiVff of Guillinen 

4 37 41 PISSABRO, Camille (1830-1903) 

Thm Sftine at Pari_s 


y 


37.42 PUIS DE 


CHAVANNES, Pierre C, (1824-1^^) 
DftGoration-Figures, 


Belgian School 
Dutch School O / ^ 

American School ^ 

American School ^ / Z-. 

American School 0 

% 

German School — 

French School ^ / Lmm 
French School 
English School 
Dutch School — 

French School 
French School / 
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37.43 RAFFAELLI, Jean Francois (1850-1924) 

Champs Elysees 

37.44 REDFIELD, Edward W. (1869- ) 

Spring Landscape 

37.45 RENOIR, Pierre Auguste (1841-1920) 

Landscape. L^Esterol 

37.46 REYNOLDS, Sir Jbshua (1723-1792) 

Portrait 

37.47 REYNOLDS, Sir Joshua (1723-1792) 

Princess Amelia (Daughter of George IV) 

37.48 ROMNEY, George (1734-1802) 
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